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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 objected to because of the following informalities: the limitations of 
"Upwardly" bent legs and a "configuration similar to" does not add structure to the 
claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Claude 
(EP01 00733). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Claude discloses a joint (Fig. 1 and 2) comprising: 

a. "a slide base portion (Slide Base Portion) with an upper first flat basement 
(22) with a centrally located first cavity (62) and with first side parts (20) 
symmetrically extending on either side of said first flat basement (22), each one 
of said first side parts (20) having outer planar surfaces (21) able to come into 
sliding contact with a wall of each one of a pair of chambers(1 1 ,1 4) of the hollow 
profile members (10) being brought together for connection.." (Fig. 2) 
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b. "a mobile portion (Mobile Portion) with an upper second flat basement (30) 
with a centrally located second cavity (61) and with second side parts (40) being 
symmetrically arranged on either side of a plane of symmetry (x-x) passing 
through the plane of matching contact of the previously cut edges of said hollow 
profile members, said mobile portion (Mobile Portion) comprising upwardly 
extending sides (Upward Sides) on either side thereof terminating at sharp 
edges (Sharp Edge) being adapted to produce an indentation effect into the walls 
of chambers (11,14).." 

c. "a bolt (60) being employed in a tightening process of the joint, said 
upwardly extending sides (Upward Sides) of said mobile portion (Mobile Portion) 
being oriented in a direction substantially parallel to the plane of symmetry (x-x), 
said bolt (60) being able to pass through a hole (13) of the hollow profile 
members (10) lying at said plane of symmetry (x-x), said bolt being able to be 
screwed to exert an upwardly pushing force onto said mobile portion (Mobile 
Portion) until said sharp edges (Sharp Edge) thereof indent the walls of the 
profile members being connected..." 

d. "each one of first side parts (20) comprising a first section (First Section) 
extending into a second convergent surface (2 nd Convergent Surface); 

e. "..mobile portion (Mobile Portion) having a configuration similar to the 
configuration of said slide base portion (Slide Base Portion)" 

f. "each one of said second side parts (40) comprising planar side surfaces 
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(50 A) and (50 B)", each with a length generally equivalent to the length of 
underling corresponding said first section (First Section) and said second 
convergent surface (2 nd Convergent Surface) of said slide base portion 
(Slide Base Portion).." 
g. "..mobile portion (Mobile Portion) being superimposed onto said slide base 
portion so that said second flat basement (30) is oriented parallel above 
said underlying first flat basement (22) in a direction perpendicular to said 
plane of symmetry (x-x). 




Reproduced from EP0100733 {Examiner Amended) 



5. 



Regarding claim 2, Claude discloses a joint (Fig.1 and 2) characterized in that a 
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" slide base portion (Slide Base Portion) further including upwardly bent legs (80) 
following a configuration similar to said upwardly extending sides (Upward Sides) 
of said mobile portion (Mobile Portion), said upwardly bent legs (80) forming 
recessions allowing tight fitting therein of said upwardly extending sides (Upward 
Sides) of said sheet metal portion (Mobile Portion), wherein following assembly 
and introduction of said joint within a junction corner of the hollow profile 
members being connected, screwing of said bolt (60) leads to said sharp edges 
(Sharp Edge) of said mobile portion (Mobile Portion) contacting the walls of said 
corresponding chambers (11,14) of the profiles being connected, self alignment 
through perfect convergence of the profiles being connected along the axis of 
symmetry (x-x) and indentation of said sharp edges (Sharp Edge) of said sheet 
metal mobile portion (Mobile Portion) into the walls of said corresponding 
chambers (1 1 ,14) of the profiles being connected after said upwardly extending 
sides (Upward Sides) of said mobile portion (Mobile Portion) have been deflected 
relatively to said second side parts (40) thereby leading to resilient stresses 
uniformly applied on either side of the joint being stored in said mobile portion 
(Mobile Portion), said resilient stress thereby maintaining the joint in a tightened 
condition and the profile members (10) rigidly connected." 
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Joint 



{Within Hollow Member) * 




Reproduced from EP0100733 {Examiner Amended) 

6. Regarding claim 3, Claude discloses "sharp edges (Sharp Edge) of said mobile 
portion (Mobile Portion) producing the indentation effect may alternatively take 
the form of an arrangement of tooth or pointed pin protrusions or razor edge like 
sharp surfaces, said arrangement of tooth or pointed pin protrusions or razor 
edge like sharp surfaces taking the form of a single acting indentations effective 
surface or constituted by a pair of adjacently acting indentation effective 
surfaces. 

7. Regarding claim 4, Claude discloses, in (Fig.1 and 2) sharp edges (Sharp Edge) 
of said mobile portion (Mobile Portion) producing the indentation effect are 
included in an independent plate item (51), said plate item (51) being introduced 
into a recession being formed at the terminals of said upwardly extending sides 
(Upward Sides) of said mobile portion (Mobile Portion). 
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8. Regarding claim 5, Claude discloses, in (Fig. 1 and 2) "second side parts of said 
mobile portion (Mobile Portion) end at a bent structure thereby forming a 
recession (Recession) for the engagement of a pivotally mounted wire (Mounted 
Wire) made from steel, said pivotally mounted wire (Mounted Wire) having the 
form of a Jl section with the legs thereof bent to upwardly extending members 
(Upward Sides) with sharp edges (Sharp Edge) producing the profile wall 
indentation effect and by that said slide base portion (Slide Base Portion) being 
made in two identical portions, symmetrically on either side of said plane of 
symmetry (x-x), said two identical portions being pivotally connected around a 
pivotal axis (41) thereby being appropriate for the connection of hollow profiles 
forming varying angles at the junction thereof and said sheet metal mobile 
portion (Mobile Portion) being also adjustable to profile connections at varying 
angles by movement of said pivotally mounted wire (Mounted Wire), 
h. Regarding claim 6. Claude discloses in (Fig.1 and 3) a "bolt (60) passing 
through a hole (12) lying at said plane of symmetry (x-x) and exerting when being 
screwed an upwardly pushing force onto said sheet metal mobile portion (Mobile 
Portion) until said sharp edges (Sharp Edge) thereof indent the relatively softer 
walls of the profile member (10) being connected, passes through an internally 
threaded hole at said centrally located second cavity (61) of said mobile portion 
(Mobile Portion) and subsequently stops by contact of a sharp edge (Sharp 
Edge) thereof onto the coaxially underlying said first cavity (62) of said base 
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portion (Slide Base Portion). 

Joiint 

(Within Hollow Member) 




Reproduced from EP0100733 (Examiner Amended) 

9. Regarding claim 8, Claude discloses, in (Fig.1 and 3) a " bolt (60) passing 
through a hole (12) lying at said plane of symmetry (x-x) and exerting when being 
screwed an upwardly pushing force onto said mobile portion (Mobile Portion) 
until said sharp edges (Sharp Edge) thereof indent the relatively softer walls of 
the profile members being connected, passes through an internally threaded hole 
at said centrally located first cavity (62) of said slide base portion (Slide Base 
Portion), a sharp edge (Sharp Edge of Bolt) of said bolt (60) being brought in 
contact with the coaxially overlying said second cavity (61 ) of said mobile portion 
(Mobile Portion), wherein said upwardly pushing force exerted onto said sheet 
metal mobile portion (Mobile Portion) is the force being exerted onto said second 
cavity (61) of said sheet metal mobile portion (Mobile Portion). 

10. Regarding claim 9, given the structure of Claude, as presented in the above 
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apparatus claims, the claimed method steps of claim 9 would inherently be 
performed when connecting hollow profile frame members. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claim 7 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES J. BUCKLE JR whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-3739. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 
Alternating Friday 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on 571-272-6987. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/Victor Batson/ 
Victor Batson 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 4155 

JJB 



